MAR. 9]                         ST FRANCES, W.

to serve God in a state of continency. He permitted her in his own life-
time to found a monastery of nuns, called Oblates, for the reception of
such of her own sex as were disposed to embrace a religious life. The
foundation of this house was in 1425. She gave them the rule of St
Benedict, adding some particular constitutions of her own, and put them
under the direction of the congregation of the Olivetans. The house
being too small for the numbers that fled to this sanctuary from the
corruption of the world, she would gladly have removed her community
to a larger house; but not finding one suitable, she enlarged it in 1433,
from which year the founding of the order is dated. It was approved
by Pope Eugenius IV in 1437. They are called Collatines, perhaps
from the quarter of Rome in which they are situated; and Oblates,
because they call their profession an oblation, and use it in the word
offero, not profiteer. St Frances could not yet join her new family; but
as soon as she had settled her domestic ajfFairs, after the death of her
husband, she went barefoot, with a cord about her neck, to the monastery
which she had founded, and there, prostrate on the ground before the
religious, her spiritual children, begged to be admitted. She accordingly
took the habit on St Benedict's day, in 1437. She always sought the
meanest employments in the house, being fully persuaded she was of all
the most contemptible before God; and she laboured to appear as mean
in the eyes of the world as she was in her own. She continued the same
humiliations, and the same universal poverty, though soon after chosen
superioress of her congregation. Almighty God bestowed on her humility,
extraordinary graces, and supernatural favours, as frequent visions, raptures,
and the gift of prophecy. She enjoyed the familiar conversation of her
angel-guardian, as her life and the process of her canonization attest.
She was extremely affected by meditating on our Saviour's passion, which
she had always present to her mind. At mass she was so absorbed in
God as to seem immovable, especially after holy communion: she often
fell into ecstasies of love and devotion. She was particularly devout to
St John the Evangelist, and above all to our Lady, under whose singular
protection she put her order. Going out to see her son John Baptist^
who was dangerously sick, she felt so ill herself that she could not return
to her monastery at night. After having foretold her death, and received
the sacraments, she expired on the 9th of March, in the year 1440, and
of her age the fifty-sixth. God attested her sanctity by miracles: she
was honoured among the saints immediately after her death, and solemnly
canonized by Paul V in 1608. Her shrine in Rome is most magnificent
and rich: and her festival is kept as a holy-day in the city, with great
solemnity. The Oblates make no solemn vows, only a promise of obedience
to the mother-president, enjoy pensions, inherit estates, and go abroad
with leave. Their abbey in Rome is filled with ladies of the first rank.